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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Richard L. Marsh on August 1 , 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the title : 

changed the title to --MANWAY LIFT DEVICE HAVING AN ADJUSTABLE BIASING 
ASSEMBLY THEREFOR- 

In the abstract : 

rewrote the abstract as follows: 

-A manway lift device comprises two hinge assemblies, each hinge assembly 
comprising a first hinge member, a second hinge member, a smooth bore bushing, an 
internally threaded bushing and an adjustable biasing assembly. At least one of the 
bushings of each hinge assembly including a first end protruding beyond an exterior 
face of the first hinge member of the hinge assembly and including a second end having 
dogs disposed thereon, the dogs engaged in dog holes disposed through the second 
hinge member of the hinge assembly. The smooth bore bushing of each hinge 
assembly receiving a bolt through the internal bore thereof, the bolt threaded received in 
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the internally threaded bore of the threaded bushing of the hinge assembly. The bolts 
rigidly affix the bushings to the hinge assemblies. Each hinge assembly connected to a 
manway cover and a manway collar. The biasing assemblies biasing the manway 
cover toward an open position with respect to the manway collar. ~ 

In the claims : 

amended claim 1 as follows: 

A manway lift device comprises a first ri ght-and a second l eft-upper hinge bracket, a 
third ri ght-and a fourth l eft-lower hinge bracket, at least two smooth bore bushings, at 
least two internally threaded bushings and at least one adjustable biasing assembly, 
said upper hinge brackets arranged in a parallel relationship with each other spaced 
apart from each other and rigidly attached to a manway cover to be lifted, said lower 
hinge brackets arranged in a parallel relationship with each other , spaced apart from 
each other and rigidly affixed to a manway collar assembly for receiving said manway 
cover, said first ri ghUipper hinge bracket aligned with said third f ight-lower hinge 
bracket thus constituting a first f ight-alianed pai r of said brackets , said second left-upper 
hinge bracket aligned with said fourth l eft-lower hinge bracket thus constituting a second 
left-aligned pai r of said brackets , said first ri ght-aligned pair of said brackets receiving 
one of said smooth bore bushings therein from a first direction and receiving one of said 
internally threaded bushings therein from a second direction opposite to said first 
direction, said one of said smooth bore bushings and said one of said internally 
threaded bushings opposed d i rect i ons thus comprising a first bushing set, said second 
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left-aligned pair of said brackets receiving the other one of said smooth bore bushings 
therein from a third direction and receiving the other one of said internally threaded 
bushings therein from a fourth direction opposite to said third direction, said other one of 
said smooth bore bushings and said other one of said internally threaded bushings 
opposed d i rect i ons thus comprising a second bushing set, at least one of said bushings 
of said first bushing set having a first boss on one end thereo f, s a i d boss protruding 
beyond an exterior face of eoe-said third lower hinge bracket, said at least one bushing 
having dogs disposed on a second end thereof t he-opposite to said first end thereof, 
said dogs engaged in dog holes disposed through said first upper hinge bracket, said 
smooth bore bushing of said first bushing set receiving a bolt through the internal bore 
thereof, said internally threaded bushing of said first bushing set threadedly receiving 
the threaded end of said bolti n said i nt e rnal l y thr e ad e d bor e th e reof , said bolt thus 
rigidly affixing said first bushing set to said first upper hinge bracket and thereby 
rotatably affixing said manway cover to said manway colla r assembly , said at least one 
bushing of said first bushing set ono boss having said adjustable biasing assembly 
associated therewith for biasing said manway cover into an open position with respect 
to said manway collar assembly. 

claim 2, 

line 3, changed the first occurrence of "housing" to -housings- 
line 5, changed "the" to -an- 
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claim 3, 

line 1, changed "An adjustable biasing assembly" to -A manway lift device- 
line 2, inserted -third- following "said" and changed the last occurrence of "a" to 
-said first- 
line 3, deleted the first occurrence of "rotatable" and inserted -first- following 

"said" 
claim 4, 

line 1, changed "An adjustable biasing assembly" to -A manway lift device- 
line 2, changed "rotatable" to -first- 
line 3, changed the first occurrence of "rotatable" to -first- and inserted -first- 
following the last occurrence of "said" 
line 4, changed "the" to -an- 

claim 5, 

changed line 1 to -A manway lift device as in claim 4 wherein said spring biases 
said rotatable member relative to said fixed member - 
deleted line 2 

claim 6, 

line 1, changed "An adjustable biasing assembly" to -A manway lift device- 
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claim 7, 

line 1, changed "An adjustable biasing assembly" to -A manway lift device- 
line 4, inserted -of said manway cover relative to said manway collar assembly- 
following "movement" 

claim 8, 

line 1, changed "An adjustable biasing assembly" to -A manway lift device- 
line 2, inserted -assembly- following "collar" 
line 3, deleted "for a manway access" 
deleted line 4 

line 5, deleted "respectively . . . access" 
claim 9, 

line 1, changed "An adjustable biasing assembly" to -A manway lift device- and 
changed "the available" to -a- 

line 2, changed "of to -produced by- 
canceled claim 10 
claim 11, 

changed line 1 to -A manway lift device as in claim 2 wherein said- 
changed line 2 to -outer end of said flat wire spring is curved.- 
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claim 12, 

line 1 , changed "An adjustable biasing assembly" to -A manway lift device- 
claim 13, 

line 1, changed "An adjustable biasing assembly" to -A manway lift device- and 
inserted -at least one stop of said- following "said" 
line 2, changed "has" to -comprises- 

claim 14, 

line 1, changed "An adjustable biasing assembly" to -A manway lift device- 
claim 15, 

line 1 , changed "an" to -said- 
line 2, changed "left-" to -first-, changed "members" to -said brackets- and 
inserted -additional- following "an" 

line 3, changed "right-" to -second- and changed "members" to -said brackets- 
claim 16, 

line 1, changed "an" to -said- 
changed line 2 to -assembly is disposed on said first bushing set and 
comprises- 
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line 3, deleted "constituting", inserted -additional- following "an" and changed "a 
boss" to -said second bushing set and comprises- 

changed line 4 to -a right lift- 
claim 17, 

changed line 2 to -clamp is located between said first aligned pair of said 
brackets and said second aligned pair of said brackets.- 

claim 18, 

line 2, deleted "disposed on said left-aligned pair of members" 
line 3, deleted "disposed on said right-aligned pair of members" 
line 5, inserted -being- following "assembly" 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Gregory J. StrimBu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
August 1 , 2006 


